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Spokane County Experiences 
Lowest Number of Auto Thefts Since 2001 

 
Washington State Patrol (WSP) Chief Lowell Porter announced today that in 2003, Spokane 
County experienced the lowest number of auto thefts since 2001.  2003 auto thefts were down 
by nearly 1,800 vehicles from 2001 according to Spokane Police Department statistics.  WSP 
Sergeant Dave Bolton, supervisor of the WSP Spokane Regional Auto Theft Unit, attributes this 
success to focused pro-active efforts of law enforcement.  Bolton leads the WSP Spokane Unit 
comprised of 4 detectives whose sole mission is to target auto theft.  The WSP works in 
partnership with local agencies to accomplish the goal of reducing auto theft.  Sergeant Bolton 
says that his unit focuses on recovering and returning stolen vehicles to their owners and 
putting auto thieves into jail.  
  

AUTO THEFTS DOWN IN SPOKANE COUNTY 
SOURCE:  SPOKANE PD CRIME ANALYSIS 
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The WSP assigned its first detective to auto theft in Spokane in the summer of 2000.  By 2001, 
when auto thefts were skyrocketing, the WSP added one more detective.  In December of 2002, 
the WSP’s Spokane Regional Auto Theft Unit was formally created, adding 2 more detectives 
and Bolton as the supervisor.  The WSP’s Spokane Auto Theft Unit had a stellar first year.  In 
2003, the team investigated 182 cases and forwarded 72 of those cases to the prosecutor for a 
total of 422 criminal charges.  They booked 48 people into jail and had 23 arrest warrants 
issued.  The team recovered 128 stolen vehicles worth $1,282,403 and 14 stolen auto parts 
valued at $60,780.    
 
While preliminary statistics indicate the Washington statewide number of auto thefts rose 6% 
between 2002 and 2003, the number of auto thefts in Spokane County appears to have 
declined by 14% during the same period.  Bolton attributes this success to his unit’s pro-active 
approach to educate the public of the problem and their enforcement efforts.  Bolton said, “The 
largest factor helping us have an impact on auto is the increased cooperation between the 
WSP, local and federal law enforcement agencies, and the insurance industry.  Any problem as 
large as this cannot be solved by one entity.” 
 
Bolton added, “Every day our goal is to put an auto thief in jail…that day.  Last year we were 
able to do that about one time per week.  So far in 2004, we have put 18 suspects in jail for an 
average of more than 2 per week.  Thieves can’t steal when they are in jail.”   
 

### 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


